
Kanu i ke kalo e ola i ke kanaka. 
To plant the taro so that the nation will survive.

September 18, 2017 
Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue
U.S. Department of Agriculture  
1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, DC 20250 

Aloha kākou, 

My name is Kaʻimi Hermosura. I am a Konohiki of the Moku of Haleleʻa on the island of Kauaʻi in 
the district of Waioli, Hanalei, Haleleʻa and federally designated Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officer. I am a Native Hawaiʻian traditional religious practitioner by geneology, apprentice 
celestial navigator, musician, composer, chanter and healer. I and Na Konohiki o Hawaiʻi work to 
preserve, protect and restore cultural sites on the island of Kauaʻi while restoring and 
perpetuating the culture of Native Hawaiian people through their lands, lifestyles, and 
sustainable systems. 

I am writing on behalf of the Konohiki Restoration Project, whose mission is to restore the 
health to the land and that which sustains; from the mountains to the ocean and from the 
heavens to the people, both Native Hawaiʻians and those others who care for the land.

Each of the Hawaiʻian islands is divided into wedge-shape land divisions encompassing entire 
watersheds known as ahupuaʻa. The traditional and customary watershed management system 
is overseen by the headman of the ahupuaʻa, or konohiki. Based on their deep and hereditary 
knowledge of the natural resources of their ahupuaʻa, the konohiki are responsible for 
safeguarding the production and perpetuation of land and sea resources in their ahupuaʻa. 
These resource rights are viewed as belonging not to the current residents but to their children 
and thus the management of these resources carries with them the burden of protecting the 
lives and futures of the next generation. Among those rights and responsibilities entrusted to the 
konohiki are those regarding mineral rights, fishing, water, land distribution, agricultural use and 
maintenance.

Many generations of thoughtful stewardship of the land and sea by Native Hawaiʻians under the 
konohiki system of land management have resulted in continued pristine natural beauty and 
abundant resources in many places on Kauaʻi, but those very places that have been most 
carefully conserved have drawn a flood of buyers, driving land prices beyond the reach of the 
original residents and displacing many families. The land has been divided and subdivided and 
the traditional system of land management has been crippled by the fragmentation of the 
ahupuaʻa and the trampling of customary Konohiki Rights. The once highly productive 
agricultural infrastructure of irrigation canals and taro patches has been largely deconstructed, 
the stones often sold and the water diverted. The abundant fish ponds are overgrown and in 
disrepair. Ocean fish stocks are depleted. Many sacred sites have been desecrated and the 
bones of our ancestors have been disturbed.



Being intrinsically connected, the life of the land, the flow of water, and the health of the people 
have all been interrupted by modern development and displacement. The Hawaiiʻan people who 
once sustained themselves from the land have been largely removed from the land and have 
become marginalized socially and economically. 

In collaboration with our partners at Kealia Farm Hub, as they revitalize the agricultural capacity 
of the ahupuaʻa of Kealia, we propose to utilize the customary konohiki system of land 
management to restore the healthy functioning of ahupuaʻa in the districts of Haleleʻa, Koʻolau, 
Puna, Kona, Mana and Napali on the island of Kauaʻi. We will restore and preserve the Native 
Hawaiʻian agricultural system, the flow of water and organic farming methods while promoting 
traditional Native Hawaiʻian foods and promoting an abundance of Kauaʻi island grown food for 
the world.

The Konohiki Restoration Project will address the needs for:

• Rural housing and community facilities.
• Rural business.
• Rural utilities.
• Water conservation restoration or enhancemencement projects.
• Educational programs focused on agriculture.
• Small-scale agricultural producers and cooperatives research and business development.
• Assistance to certain farmers, ranchers, women and veterans to improve their access to 

projects.

Depending on the level of funding, the Konohiki Restoration Project proposes to purchase up to 
10,000 acres of land within the districts of Haleleʻa, Koʻolau, Puna, Kona, Mana and Napali, 
being either contiguously arranged to provide continuous access to lands from the mountains to 
the ocean or in non-contiguous parcels chosen to facilitate the fishing, farming, hunting and 
gathering of Native Hawaiʻians and others who desire to live within the konohiki system of land 
management. The lands acquired will be conserved for the perpetual provision of the physical, 
cultural, economic and spiritual needs of the Native Hawaiʻian population along with those 
others who would also participate in the restoration and perpetuation of the health of the land 
under the guidance and direction of the konohiki of their particular ahupuaʻa. The lands will be 
purchased for the Konohiki Land Trust, established for the land to be held in trust for Na 
Konohiki o Hawaiʻi along with Native Hawaiʻian families and members of the Konohiki Land 
Trust under the governance of Na Konohiki o Hawaiʻi according to their traditional and 
customary Rights. We will also acquire or advocate for access to the ocean and the mountains 
to allow for subsistence fishing, seafaring, hunting, gathering and ritual practices. In addition, an 
endowment will be retained to support legal representation for Hawaiʻians in disputes over land 
titles, protect future transfer to next of kin through preparation of wills and protection from 
Medicaid and Medicare confiscation, delinquent tax relief for Hawaiʻians in danger of losing their 
current land, retention costs of lands held including infrastructure works, the purchase of key 
parcels (such as those providing access to the ocean) as they become available in the future, 
housing development, human services and other Konohiki Land Trust operating expenses.

Na Konohiki o Hawaiʻi Tribal Historic Preservation Officers are actively consulting in good faith 
with 70 federal agencies including the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP), the 
Department of the Interior, the Department of Defense, and the Small Business Administration  



under a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) as per ACHP Section 106 to resolve various issues 
affecting the land and people of Hawaiʻi.

Mahalo Nui for this opportunity to work with the USDA to address the needs of Native 
Hawaiʻians and others. We look forward to working with you in the near future. May all of our 
efforts be blessed.

Kaʻimi Hermosura, Konohiki

Konohiki Land Trust

Mission: to be established for land to be held in trust for Na Konohiki o Hawaiʻi along with 
Native Hawaiʻian families and members of the Konohiki Land Trust under the governance of Na 
Konohiki o Hawaiʻi according to their traditional and customary Rights.

Values: 

• Aloha aina Love the land and resources
• Kulia i ka pono Strive to do the right thing
• Kulia i ka nuʻu Strive for excellence
• Malama ʻaina Protect and care for the land and resources
• Hoʻoponopono Practice reconciliation and forgiveness 
• Malama ke ahi i ke ahi Take care of one another

Responsibilities:

• Land acquisition and retention.
• Land use, development and distribution.
• Agricultural and aquaponic infrastructure.
• Water delivery systems.
• Fishing regulations.
• Human services, such as medical.
• Housing Development.

Na Konohiki o Hawaiʻi

Mission: to restore and perpetuate the culture of Native Hawaiʻian people through their lands, 
lifestyles, and sustainable systems. To preserve, protect and restore all cultural sites on the 
island of Kaua’i.

Na Konohiki o Hawaiʻi practice balance and stewardship of the natural resources and people 
maximizing health, productivity and moving toward sustainability.  Our goal is to prevent suicide, 
reduce obesity, and maximize physical and mental health by providing services and alternatives 
for the youth and community through cultural based projects and activities. By offering these 



services, we can provide a healing foundation to take the troubled youth and the people of the 
community away from the hardships introduced to society. 

Based in the Ahupuaʻa of Wainiha, Kauaʻi, Hawaiʻi, the Konohiki Historic Preservation 
Facility will serve as the organizational and administrative center for the Na Konohiki o Hawaiʻi 
as they engage in the responsibilities of historic preservation under the National Historic 
Preservation Act (NHPA). It will also serve as a base for cultural, sustainable and customary 
projects and practices. Currently Na Keiki Koa 4 Haloa, a grass roots non–profit organization, 
provides native Hawaiʻian cultural education, experiences, protocol, cultural awareness, 
community involvement and services, restoration projects, health and well being, self 
confidence building, and serves as a center for positive energy programs. Among the programs 
of Na Keiki Koa 4 Haloa are:

• Native Hawaiʻian/Polynesian Language
• Survival & Sustainable Living
• Cultivation of Foods and Farming
• Food Preparation & Gathering
• Native Hawaiian Astronomy & Celestial Navigation
• Hawaiian Protocols
• Fishing
• Hunting
• Traditional Medicine
• Hawaiʻian Crafts
• Ancient Ceremony
• Restoration and Protection of ancient Hawaiʻian Cultural Sites
• Burial Sites Program
• Ahupuaʻa & Community Building
• Native Hawaiʻian Cultural Traditions and Arts
• Historical Studies and Documentation

The Konohiki Historic Preservation Facility will allow for an expansion of these programs and 
more including outreach and services for the elderly and veterans, holistic healing centers and 
herbal clinics, charter schools, cultural tours and educational programs, nurseries and 
landscaping, business development services and a Konohiki Land Trust Market. The facility will 
be an office, meeting house, and place for Na Konohiki to properly share knowledge, wisdom, 
and mana to their people, protecting their culture, sustainable systems and life styles. In 
addition, Na Konohiki o Hawaiʻi will operate Nā Kālai Waʻa o Kauaʻi, the Canoe Builders of 
Kauaʻi, a non-profit organization dedicated to the perpetuation, practice and exploration of the 
seafaring arts and skills of the ancient Polynesians.

Na Konohiki, Native Hawaiʻian people, communities and members collaborate as one team to 
carry out the responsibility of maximizing the health of the land, natural resources, and the 
people of our communities through sustainable practices. We implement a strong value system, 
including hoʻoponopono, to strengthen the governance, management and core operations of our 
work by including multiple generations to collaborate as one.


